
Presidentõs Message 

Thank you to all of our members who re-

newed their membership for the 2009 year. 

Our club is a great club because of wonderful 

members like you! 

We are proud to announce and welcome the 

following new members to the St. Croix Val-

ley Havanese Club: 

Sheila Daly, MN 

Brigitte Jespersen, Denmark 

Bill OôBrien, MN 

Cindy Pickel, WI 

Hugo Roque Sr., MN 

 

Sheila Daly of Summerstone Goldens is the 

proud owner of ñDancerò, Peluitoôs Mambo 

Queen of Summerstone. Brigitte Jespersen is 

a long-time and very well known breeder of 

Havanese & Coton De Tulears from Den-

mark.  Cindy Pickel is the proud owner of 

Kandlôs yoR My Picasso bred by Keith & 

Linda Schuchmann.  Hugo Roque Sr. is my 

hubby, and Bill OôBrien is our Treasurerôs 

(Madalin OôBrien) husband and proud owner 

of Ch Peluitoôs Arturo Sandoval, a.k.a. 

ñArthurò.  

Our clubôs membership currently consists of 8 

Households, 6 singles,  4 associate members 

and 1 junior.  Seven of our members are 

members of the Havanese Club of America, 

andé. 

We have a new applicant to announce!   

Diane Bruton, North St. Paul, MN  

We will present and read their membership 

applications at our next meeting to be held on 

May 9th.   

We have a Fun Day planned for this Spring at 

my home which has a fenced yard.  Please 

watch for information about the fun day and 

our flyer.    

We hope to be able to host our first Specialty 

in January, so stay tuned for further news! 
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Inside this issue:  

  Welcome to all our new members and renewing members to our first issue of the St. Croix Val-

ley Havanese Club newsletter. A special thanks to Arlene for agreeing to be our editor. 

We are looking forward to having some fun events this year for all Havanese owners and already 

are anticipating the fun our little darlings will have at our first ñFun Dayò being planned at Arleneôs 

house. Thank you Madalin for coordinating this event. Please contact Madalin if you would like to 

assist in any way. 

Many members are participating in the HCA National Show being held in Chicago on August 18-

23, 2009. Our Club is very fortunate in winning the honor of sponsoring the Best in Sweepstakes 

trophy at the event. Members attending have also volunteered to assist the Windy City Havanese 

Club in their Hospitality Suite. If you would like information about the show, please visit 

www.havanese.org.  

Please remember-this is your club, and we would like to hear from all of you with your ideas and 

suggestions to make this the best possible club for all members. We invite your participation in 

the planned events and sharing your stories in the newsletter. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Spring. 

Joyce Mithuen 

Officers  

President:  Joyce Mithuen  

Vice -  

President:  

Arlene Etzig  

Secretary:  Arlene Etzig  

Treasurer:  Madalin OôBrien 

Director:  Jerry Mithuen  

Director:  Linda Schuchmann  

Director:  Keith Schuchmann  

http://www.havanese.org


This Issueõs Super Hav! 

Welcome to our new 

feature article.  Each 

quarterly newsletter 

will feature one of 

our club membersô 

Havanese.  We want 

everyone to know 

why your Havanese 

is special to you and 

others. Please share 

your stories with us!  
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Marco, my 1 year old Havanese is the love of my 

life! Ever since I brought him home he has 

brought joy, happiness, and constant entertain-

ment to our home. I am the Director of an Adult 

Day Health Center where vulnerable adults 

(mostly seniors) come during the day to receive 

healthcare and recreational services in a safe, 

homelike environment.  

 

 

Marco comes to work with me on a regular basis, and 

is met with smiles and affection from the Participants 

there. He has his own play area in my office complete 

with a bed, dishes, and toys.  

 

 

 

 

 

I cannot tell you how many times his presence 

there has assisted to calm and redirect the clients 

that we serve, many of whom have dementia. I 

really enjoy dressing him up in cute outfits and 

costumes, and he definitely acts as though he 

ñowns the placeò!  

 

 

 

 

He is an amazing Ambassador for the breed, and I 

am proud and honored to be his ñMomò. 

 

Heather Raduenz, Mother to Marco (formerly Darrin 

of the first Bewitched litter from Blossom and M.C.) 
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St. Croix Valley Havanese 

Breeders 
 

  Carlitaôs of Larkspur Lane 

    http://www.carlitashavanese.com 

 Heartland Havanese  

http://members.tripod.com/mccabe-s/havanese.htm 

 KandL Kidz  

http://www.kandlkidz.com 

 Jespersenôs 

   http://www.pet.no/jespersen 

 Lordocs Havanese  

http://www.lordocs.com 

  Peluito Havanese  

   http://www.peluitohavanese.com 

Sanwillyôs Havanese 

   http://www.sanwilly.com 

ñThe Hobby Breederé.  

A family that housed 

between three and seven 

dogs of either sex and has 

one or two litters every so 

often. This is a well -

planned event and treated 

with much reverence. ñ 

This is purely a subjective approach to helping the 

newcomer understand the differences in facilities that 

may be encountered while searching for their next 

family pet, or their first show prospect. The numbers 

are also purely subjective and are intended as a 

guideline, not an absolute proof. There are always 

exceptions to every rule. Every rule except never say 

never or always Let the buyer be informed. Doesn't 

that sound better than, "Let the buyer beware."  

 

BACK YARD BREEDER: The BYB is disliked for 

many reasons. The number one reason is that they 

are responsible for the development of many health 

problems seen in common pet animals of all breeds. 

It gives the dedicated breeder as well as the breed in 

general a bad reputation. This type of person has a 

registered dog and thinks it would be fun, or profitable 

to have a litter of puppies. Perhaps they want the 

children to enjoy the miracle of birth first hand. With-

out thought to genetic problems, eye problems, hip, 

thyroid, skin, inherited epilepsy. The list goes on and 

on. They find someone else with an opposite sex of 

the same breed. Obviously the only qualification nec-

essary and they have a litter. From this hastily pro-

duced litter they then sell (if they are lucky) the pup-

pies without imparting any knowledge on the care the 

little guy will need. Often because they themselves do 

not know. They do not explain the breed's good or 

bad points and when these buyers have questions 

and problems, they receive no help at all from the 

people who took their money and closed the door. 

Without guidance with their new charge, problems 

often develop and often result in owner-turn in at the 

local Humane Society. Abandoned or just neglected 

in a small dog run in the back yard, allowed to run the 

neighborhood, or tied to a tree. If you couldn't tell, I 

have little patience with this type of person.  

 

HOBBY BREEDERS: The Hobby Breeder is perhaps 

the kind of breeder that is encountered most often on 

Collie web sites. A family that houses between three 

and seven dogs of either sex and has one or two 

litters every so often. This is a well-planned event and 

treated with much reverence. Their dogs are mostly 

kept in the house and are part of their family. They do 

not pursue the AKC breed ring on a weekly basis, but 

do go on occasion and take great pride in their wins 

and accomplishments in all venues of AKC/UKC com-

petition. There is so much more than just the confor-

mation ring. Obedience, herding, coursing, agility, 

therapy dogs, the list is endless. You will often find an 

outstanding show-prospect puppy from this type of 

home as they do strive to produce the best based on 

their knowledge. When looking for your pet, you can 

ask a few questions and request copies of the pedi-

grees and any genetic test results of the dogs being 

bred. It is easy to spot the difference from a Back-

Yard Breeder (BYB) and a Hobby Breeder based on 

the answers to a few well-worded questions.  

 

SHOW KENNEL: Another type of breeder you will 

see is a show kennel. A show kennel usually houses 

somewhere between 10 and 30 dogs at one time. 

This is the breeder who seriously hits the breed ring 

almost every weekend, hires handlers to go when 

they can't, and seriously advertises and campaigns 

their dogs to completion of numerous AKC awards. 

The difference here is usually the amount of knowl-

edge and the amount of time devoted to their dogs. A 

show kennel breeder can quote the standard for-

wards and backward upon request.run down family 

lines at will. They can recall wins from the past and 

be able to equate those wins to the present as a com-

parison. They can discuss the current genetic prob-

lems that exist in their breed today and yesterday. 

They take great pride and care in the quality of the 

health of their breeding stock as well as in the looks. 

The Show Kennel Breeder as the Hobby Breeder, is 

deserving of your respect and your acknowledgement 

of their vast knowledge and willingness to help new-

comers get started. This is also an excellent place to 

begin your search for your new puppy. Out of every 

litter produced for show quality, only a few of each 

litter will be deemed extraordinary enough to be 

placed in a show home, or kept as a show prospect. 

The others from that litter will be offered (hopefully on 

a spay-neuter agreement) to families that meet the 

qualifications of the breeder. You will get a lovely 

puppy that will be healthy and you can be proud to 

share with your friends and family. You will also get 

their phone number with a willing listener should diffi-

culties arise.  

 

SHOW MILL: This is a relatively new term that has 

come into being in the last few years. When looking 

at this, one must remember back to a time when easy 

access to lines, or families of dogs was different that 

it is today. There was virtually no, or little domestic air

-access, trains were used to ship from one area to 

another, and during that time, Collies were kept in a 

few big families (dog families, not people families) in 

great quantities. It was not unusual for a big kennel to 

house upwards of 50-100 dogs in any one location. 

These kennels hired kennel assistants, groomers, live

-in guardians of their show dogs and breeding stock. 

Most of today's show dogs can be traced to one of 

these big Collie families. These big breeders set the 

type and the standard for the breeders of today. In-

breeding, out-crossing, and line-breeding to achieve 

their own stamp or look to the standard as they saw 

it. This type of achievement did require multiple fami-

lies and multiple generations kept available to them 

through their learning periods. There were fewer re-

gional shows as there is today.  There were gather-

ings of the royalty to present their stock and compete 

against one another for the prizes. Also, there were 

virtually no zoning or governmental regulations during 

this time period. No organizations to stop the breed-

ing or housing of purebred dogs. How times have 

changed. Now, everywhere we look we are being 

hounded (pardon the pun) by organizations and gov-

(Continued on page 4) 

Breeders Terminology 
   By Peggy D. Melton 
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ñToday, there are 

people, who in the 

name of the 

betterment of our 

breed, continue to 

house over 50 - 100 

dogs for their 

breeding programs 

and flood the 

market with oft -

times less than 

quality animals...ò 
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Fooõs Spot - Spring Safety 

   Iôm Baaaack!! Yipee Spring is here!! As we all know 

spring brings along with it a four-letter-word critter we all 

despiseé.the FLEA! 

Flea bites are horrible! Some dogs are allergic to flea sa-

liva and they are  so unhappy because they sometimes 

scratch themselves raw.  And you know what? They can 

bite humans too! So as soon as you know  your Havanese 

has fleas, you need to get rid of them right away. 

Their favorite spots are at the base of our ears and the 

rump. They are the size of sesame seeds, and if you find 

black little specs about the size of poppy seeds, thatôs flea 

poop-a tell-tale sign that they are there and living in our fur! 

These guys can jump, so keep an eye on them. In order to 

get rid of them, you need to kill them on us, and also in the 

environment. If you choose an over-the-counter flea prod-

uct, remember they contain poisons and you need to keep 

a close eye on us to make sure we donôt have a reaction to 

the product. There are also various homeopathic products 

available.  

If you decide to use spray or flea bombs in your home, 

make sure you take care and remove all food, exposed 

dishes, utensils, etc from the area that is being sprayed or 

bombed. Humans and animals should never be exposed to 

these harsh chemicals, so please read the instructions on 

the container and follow them to the letter.  

Please remember that although you may get rid of the fleas 

on us and in your home, they are still out there in your yard 

and other places you visit. So, keep an eye out for these 

little buggers, will ya!  

Here is an all natural recipe for a flea spray for us puppers:  

Take a fat lemon (the more rind in it, the better) and slice it 

paper thin.  Put it in a glass or ceramic bowl.  Ad a large 

sprig of rosemary or a tablespoon of crushed, dried rose-

mary.  Pour hot (almost boiling) water over and let it steep 

overnight. Strain through a fine sieve or cheesecloth and 

put it into a spray bottle. Keep it in the refrigerator.   

Before you take us out for a walk,  spray us with the mix-

ture and pay special attention to our feet, legs, belly and 

our ñprivate partsò.  Thanks and see you the next time! 

 

Have a question for Foo??  

Send it to officersbod@stcroixvalleyhavanese.org, and we will 

answer it in our next issue!!  

Written with help from the American Kennel Club Dog Care 

and Training Book.  Flea remedy recipe by Linda Cosner 

ernment to police ourselves in our breeding practices and in 

some areas, mass production of AKC registered puppies is 

becoming an American problem that we are all paying for. If 

things are continued to progress without intervention of the 

breeders, we will see multiple governmental restrictions on 

owning unaltered pets. That is if we are allowed to house 

pets at all! Today, there are people, who in the name of the 

betterment of our breed, continue to house over 50-100 

dogs for their breeding programs and flood the market with 

oft-times less than quality animals, oh yes, they are all sold 

as show-quality with unlimited virtue. This is the show miller. 

Yes, they might at times show their produce, but without full

-time help it is impossible to care for that many dogs by 

oneself. These are dogs, not cattle or sheep. They need 

family attention and lots of love. Anyone who is housing 

and/or breeding that many dogs is not benefiting the breed, 

or the sport of purebred dogs as a whole. Their puppies do 

not get the individual attention given by the show or hobby 

breeders. The puppies lack the socialization and bonding 

necessary for them to learn to love the people who inhabit 

their world. Without this all-important bonding processing 

being learned as a puppy, the dog is often a social outcast 

upon maturity showing a variety of personality problems. 

Ask question when you go shopping. Don't be blinded by a 

kind person, or their seemingly impressive vocabulary.  

 

PUPPY MILL: This type of establishment is even worse. At 

a puppy mill one can expect to find atrocious housing condi-

tion and poor nutrition of the breeding stock. Often these 

dogs are kept in small cages or pens and bred constantly to 

produce very unhealthy and unhappy puppies. These pup-

pies are then sold wholesale to auction houses, web sites 

spouting several different breeds available, and pet stores 

where they are resold as valuable purebred AKC puppies at 

great costs to unsuspecting buyers. When the productive 

years are over, or health problem come to light, the non-

productive stock is disposed of. Often inhumanely, always 

unfairly. This is the type of situation we hear about on the 

news, in many articles written in Time Magazine and other 

quality publications, and is the absolute bottom-of-the-barrel 

for ethics and kindness to our loyal companions.  

 

PUREBRED RESCUE ORGANIZATIONS: An excellent 

source for a family addition. Many devoted people donate 

their time and money to re-home unwanted dogs with their 

only reward being the smile on the faces of the new families 

and the wagging tails as their charges finally get to go 

home. These dogs are usually older and have often had 

traumatic experiences that they may carry with them for-

ever. A rescued dog can be a great find, but one must be 

careful and listen to the advice of the rescue people in re-

garding what to expect from this particular dog. Most all 

rescue people have the experience to rehab the most diffi-

cult personality problems and are willing to explain what can 

be expected of the new dog.  

 

Courtesy of Minnesota Wisconsin Collie Rescue. Published 

with permission from author.  

(Breeders Terminology ñContinued from page  3) 
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We are Valley Havs We are Valley Havs   

Arthur & Garth enjoying the last snows of Winter. 

Arthur says, ñtalk to the paw!ò 
ñPick me!ò,  says Dancer. 

Lucia and her prized sock. 

MC relaxes on the couch. 

Fritz enjoying an early Spring day.  

Beautiful baby Carmenita.  
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